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Explore the myriad of customs that have emerged around death and dying in the magical and
Pagan communities. Filled with rituals, meditations, legal considerations, and deep insights into
death as a spiritual process, this book can be used by magical practitioners or shared with non-
Pagan professionals who support Pagans in their final transitions.Within these pages, you will
discover more than fifty rituals for funerals, memorials, and remembrances as well as
meditations for mourning and letting go. Each chapter shares the beliefs and specific rituals of a
distinct tradition, including British Traditional Wicca, Discordianism, Eclectic Wicca, Heathenry,
Hellenic Reconstructionism, Kemetism, Neo-Druidry, and Thelema. With contributions from ten
practitioners, Do I Have to Wear Black? delivers a multitude of magical rites and detailed
explanations in one convenient practical manual.



About the AuthorMortellus is a mortician, medium, necromancer, British Traditional Wiccan/
Witch, and High Priestex of the Coven of Leaves, a Gardnerian training group who likes to say
that they are a bubbling cauldron of bitter esoterica slithering their way through western North
Carolina. Currently, Mortellus resides on three acres that are becoming hastily overgrown with
her partner, adult child, and afab/amab twins. She finds herself wishing she had more time for
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DisclaimerThe author and publisher of this work assume no liability for any injury or harm
experienced surrounding the reading of this work. Nothing here is intended to replace the
guidance of your local laws or the guidance of medical professionals, as the author does not
claim to offer medical or legal advice herein. Please be advised that use of materials such as
essential oils, herbs, grave dirt, cremated human remains, animal remains, blood, bones, and so
on should be approached cautiously, ethically, and at your own risk. Further, laws and
regulations surrounding death, burial, and possession of human and animal remains change
frequently, and it’s important to consult current and local guidance on any matters.
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strength, I would have died there next to that bottle of pills. Yours my body, yours my heart. May I
be your sword for the broken. May I be worthy.This love letter that I write, it is for all of you. I hope
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ForewordTwo years ago, as Mystic South Conference (MSC) began to wrap up for the weekend,
I stopped by the Asheville Raven and Crone table for some last-minute treats before hitting the
road when a voice spoke up behind me: “I really loved your book!” This was my first visit to MSC
since my first book, Blackthorn’s Botanical Magic, was published and the voice belonged to
Mortellus. After an introduction to some of her friends and coveners, we were fast friends. We
had so much in common—a background in traditional Witchcraft, a soul for death work, and a
desire to bring community together through teaching. Engaging with a community is hard work
and can take a lot out of any Witch. She was fresh-faced and ready to take on the world.Take on
the world she has. She’s a mortician, an animist, a necromancer, and high priestex of a
Gardnerian coven. Whew! I’m tired just thinking about all the varied hats she wears on a daily
basis. She’s focused her considerable talents toward the field so neglected by mainstream and
Pagan books: understanding the funerary rites of the alternative religious communities. As a
funeral professional, she understands what is needed as a member of the clergy, but also how to
speak the lingo when dealing with members of the funeral industry. I hope that this book finds its
way to Pagan clergy, but also Christian clergy, deathcare professionals, chaplains of hospitals,
the military, and so many more. Myself, I’m just going to buy a case of the book and wander from
hospital to hospital while saying, “You get a book, and you get a book, and you get a book!” Our
beloved founders of modern Witchcraft traditions are aging, just as our parents and loved ones
are. It’s about time we had a book that not only explains the mechanics of death and the funeral
industry, but allows us the agency to plan our own life celebrations so we need not worry that the
“default Christian” ceremony is provided and our wishes and the final wishes of our family are
honored. I’ve been to my fair share of funerals for Witches who were either closeted (there are
ceremonies for this!) or solitary practitioners. When the funeral director gives condolences from
a Christian standpoint, it can be painful to hear. Mortellus speaks kindly and frankly about things
that could be heard around the service and respected funeral customs for individual traditions,
and gives the funeral industry a firm, loving hand in guiding them away from language that can
be harmful to the grieving. As a member of the clergy, I wish I had had this book fifteen years ago
for my own use running memorials and funerals for Wiccans and Pagans from my own
community.I lost my family’s matriarch two days after I signed my contract for my first book, and
had to deal with the funeral and grief, and find my voice amidst the grief. I wish I had this book at
that time so I had rites to choose from when acknowledging her impact on my life. As it was,
being by her side during her transition and understanding her wishes for her afterlife care meant
the world to me. As a Witch, I was not surprised when her husband of more than thirty years,



who preceded her in death by several years, appeared to her in the days and hours before her
death. We acknowledge that there are more worlds than these, and that just because
mainstream society cannot measure something, does not disregard its existence. Without books
like this, the newer members of our community might not know who to turn to in a time of grief
and loss.Absolutely read this book with a highlighter, pen, and journal because thoughts,
feelings, and visuals for your afterlife planning will come to you, whether you intend them to or
not. You can absolutely hear Mortellus’s caring voice leading the bereaved and the spirits of
those crossed over to peace. There are sensitivity warnings for the tender-hearted and industry
speak for the professionals reading as well. Death can leave us feeling overwhelmed, alone, and
unsure. Do I Have to Wear Black? returns our agency to make our wishes known, what is or isn’t
allowed, and gives readers the ability to speak up and get the services they desire. Just hearing
the words and care that Mortellus uses in transitional care during work hours is enough to hope
that my loved ones are treated by someone just like her. I cannot wait to see what she brings us
next.In Her Service,Amy BlackthornAmy Blackthorn is a herbalist and author of Blackthorn’s
Botanical Magic, Blackthorn’s Botanical Brews, and Sacred Smoke.
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Mat Auryn - Author Of 'Psychic Witch', “Highly Uncommon, Highly Important. Do I Have to Wear
Black?: Rituals, Customs & Funerary Etiquette for Modern Pagans by Mortellus is a highly
uncommon book demonstrating the author’s experience, expertise, and knowledge of death as
both a practicing Pagan and a mortician. This background gives the author a unique perspective
on the topic of death, straddling both the spiritual and mundane aspects of death; primarily
those of us left behind when a loved one passes. Mortellus provides various rituals and etiquette
procedures for last rites, wakes, funerals, and disposing of remains for different paths under the
big umbrella of Paganism (and alternative spiritualities and religions of the magickal flavor),
including; British Traditional Wicca, Crypto-Paganism, Discordianism, Druidry, Eclectic Wicca,
Heathenry, Hellenism, Kemetism, and Thelema. Mortellus treats the reader as intelligent and
never speaks down to you in their writing, which is refreshing in itself.Do I have to Wear Black?
also touches on the more emotionally challenging areas of death that we encounter, such as the
death of our pets, saying goodbye, unexpected deaths, suicides, and the death of a child,
including miscarriages and abortions. Despite these tough topics, Mortellus writes with a caring
and understanding tone, and above everything stays respectful and reverent of the seriousness
of death, which is greatly appreciated. Mortellus provides tons of ingenious spells and rituals to
help with grieving processes and honoring our beloved dead. The book is extremely insightful on
subjects we don’t always want to confront but will eventually be forced to. Mortellus’ practical
advice alone is worth the price of entry. However, the rituals, spells, and exercises throughout
the book make it an invaluable resource for not solely pagan religious clergy, but also for anyone
who has ever experienced loss or wants to be prepared for it.”

Kelley, “Everyone Needs This Book!. I can’t say enough good things about this book. Mortellus
has a way of gently drawing you in, letting you feel both comforted and empowered at once
(much like, I imagine, any good death worker should). This book allowed me to learn more about
death rituals and practices in a safe and informative setting that treated me like an intelligent
person with my own unique perspective on life. It provides so many tools for becoming more
comfortable with your own death and how to ensure that it is handled in the way that is most
important, meaningful, and respectful for you. I came way from that section feeling not only
empowered, but also excited to do some things like write my own obituary (tell me a more
intimate way to engage in self discovery, self love, and introspection!). Do I Have to Wear Black?
also provides a very comprehensive and interesting guide to the death practices of many various
Pagan lifestyles and religions. I learned so much about different religions and practices that were
not just interesting to read about, but also helped to inform the ways I might want to approach my
own death.I think my favorite section, however, was the part that discussed dealing with the
death, loss, and accompanying grief as someone left behind by the dead. What his me
especially deeply was the chapter on animal companions, as I happened to reading it on the



anniversary of my dear cat familiar’s death. It made me wish I had had this book two years ago
when I lost her, and sad that I didn’t provide her with a more meaningful ritual back then. But it
also provided me with some rituals and things I can do NOW that will help me grieve, continue
my connection with her, and honor her. The same goes for additional chapters on other kinds of
deaths, a few of which I have also experienced in the past couple of years. This book was an
immense comfort and helped me to find new ways to see, feel, and remember them and their
deaths.Do I Have to Wear Black? is an incredible resource — one that I will be keeping close to
me for the rest of my life (and beyond). I think it’s a book that everyone should experience,
because it holds so much insight, comfort, and love within.”

Dale, “A must have in a modern world. We all have something in common. We all die. Now this
going to sound bad at first, but this book is going to help with that.Not everyone in the world
wants a "Christian burial", and I'd bet that a fair amount of people think there are limited options
for them when it comes to what can be done in it's instead. The world is getting far too dynamic
with so many belief systems that I would imagine finding funerary practices to check off all the
boxes to fulfil your spiritual needs, is almost impossible. This book is an answer to that, and a
guide. Mortellus' book is going to be indispensable for the modern world as a whole, not just
Pagans.The author's prose is excellent, and very personable. It really feels like they are sitting
next to you as you read along. The comparisons on different concepts that surround death the
author makes are great and easy to grasp. Not all the subjects are easy to read about, but the
compassion that is communicated by the author really shines through.Your afterlife and death
are in good hands. Thank You Mortellus for writing this!”

The book by Mortellus has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 109 people have provided feedback.
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